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and have an opinion of his own on the bases
of belief, just as he listens and judges in politics^
or art, or letters. The clergy no longer have the
pulpit to themselves, for the new Eeviews became
more powerful pulpits, in which heretics were
at least as welcome as orthodox. Speculation
has become entirely democratised. This is a
tremendous change to have come about in little
more than a dozen years. How far it goes, let
us not be too sure. It is no new discovery that
what looks like complete tolerance may be in
reality only complete indifference. Intellectual
fairness is often only another name for indolence
and inconclusiveness of mind, just as love of
truth is sometimes a fine phrase for temper. To
be piquant counts for much, and the interest
of seeing on the drawing-room tables of devout
Catholics and high-flying Anglicans article after
article, sending divinities, creeds, and Churches
all headlong into limbo, was indeed piquant.
Much of all this elegant dabbling in infidelity has
been a caprice of fashion. The Agnostic has
had his day with the fine ladies, like the black
footboy of other times, or the spirit-rapper and

table-turner of our own.    What we have been
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